44             THE CULTURAL ROLE OF INDIA
is subdued and calm; pacific and pious ; the
whole tenor of the Mahabharata is warlike and
spirited And yet, without rivalling the heroic
grandeur of the Mahabharata and Ramayana is
immeasurably superior in its delineation of those
tender and soft emotions which enter into our
everyday life, and hold the world together* To
know the Indian Epics is to understand the
Indian people better, for they present us with
the most graphic and life-like picture that exists
of the civilization and culture, the political and
social life, the religion and thought of ancient
India* Besides, the Indian Epics have continued
to influence profoundly Hindu religious thought,
They have set a standard of morality which it is
the pious aspiration of every Hindu to reach*
Verily has Valmiki said with reference to one of
the Epics:
** As long as mountain ranges stand
And rivers Ibw upon the earth
So long will this Ramayana
Be tokt upon the lips of men.19
The Gupta period may be said to be the
Augustan age of Indian literature. Drama and
poetry reached their climax during this period,
sad Indian dramaturgy found its highest achieve-
ment in Kalkksa, the Shakespeare of India.